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Copernican system (heliocentrism)

* Sun at centre (Aristarchus of Samos, 3" Century B.C.; Nicholas of
Cusa, 15" Century A.D.)

*» Earth a Planet

* Universe very large (problem of stellar parallax)



Major Virtue

* Simplicity or elegance

* Retrogression of planets and distinction between inferior and
superior comes straight out of heliocentric system






















































Darwin Notebook (1837)
















Henry More (Cambridge Platonist)







Hylozoism

*The world is an organism with a
World Soul

*(term is due to Ralph Cudworth, a
Cambridge Platonist)



Rudolf Steiner










Charles Sanders Peirce

°| was born and reared in the
neighborhood of Concord, at the time
[1839] when Emerson and... friends
were disseminating the ideas that they
had caught from Schelling, and Schelling
from Plotinus



Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)




Aldo Leopold




* Philosophy, then, suggests one reason why we can not destroy the
earth with moral impunity; namely, that the “dead” earth is an
organism possessing a certain kind and degree of life, which we
intuitively respect as such.



Rachel Carson







Deep Ecology

* | suspect that our thinking need not proceed from the notion of living
being to that of the world, but we will conceive reality, or the world
we live in, as alive in a wide, not easily defined, sense. There will
then be no non-living beings to care for.
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